Worcestershire Records Office & The George Marshall Museum

Creative Learning Project Proposal


Region: Worcestershire
Key Partners:

Worcestershire Records Office

George Marshall Museum

Regional School: Bishops Perowne Church of England Performing Arts College
Target group: KS3 (yr9) or KS4
Primary school: as yet unidentified

Project Focus:

Citizenship: Knowledge and understanding about becoming informed citizens.

The legal and Human rights and responsibilities underpinning society, basic aspects of the criminal justice system and how both relate to young people.

This project will encourage pupils to use their imagination to consider other peoples experiences and be able to think about, express and explain views that are not their own.
Background:

The Worcestershire records office would like to develop educational resources that utilise the archive records relating to Crime & Punishment in Worcestershire. The records office would like to use items from the past to inspire discussions about the treatment of people and how this treatment compares with the criminal justice system today. 

The George Marshall Museum is a medical museum based within the Royal Worcester County Hospital. The museums collection includes a range of plaster death masks that were cast from criminal’s after they had been executed. These death-masks were produced in order to facilitate the study of phrenology and are currently an un-used resource within the museum. 
Project Outline: 

Ethics: Can you judge a book by its cover?

Use the Criminal Justice records and the GMM death masks to develop a project linked to the Victorian idea of Phrenology and the implications of this practice. How did this impact upon the criminal justice system. 
KS3 / 4 pupils use this project to produce a KS2 crime & punishment exhibition trail that links the heads to other parts of the GMM and WRO collections.

This project would utilise the above mentioned Archive and Museum collections to develop a project that investigates the ethics of the British criminal justice system. 

Pupils would be involved in some hands-on workshops with the archives to expand their knowledge of how archives work and the criminal justice system from the past. The museum collection would then be used to encourage pupils to relate these historical documents to actual events and the consequences of choice.
Pupils will have the opportunity to work with external creative practitioners as well as the archive and museum staff during this project. Pupils will be given the opportunity to take the lead on this project and make their own decisions relating to how the project is developed. 

The project will inspire pupils to discuss each others stories and whether they think the actions of the criminals were fairly matched to their punishments. How would these criminals be treated by the contemporary justice system?

The project will be developed using formulative evaluation that responds to the wants and needs of the participating pupils.

Timescales:

This project will run over the Summer term 2007. Partnerships will begin development in the Spring term 2007. 

Outcomes:

Pupils will have been given the opportunity to develop their ability to see all sides of an event. This will allow them to imagine other people’s experiences and explain an opinion that is not there own. 

The Museum and Archive will have demonstrated how previously unused collections can be developed into an educational resource. 

This project will demonstrate how cultural organisations can combine their resources to ensure a higher quality outcome.

Additional outcomes will be identified as the project outline is developed. 
